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(Double click the appropriate check box to indicate your choices below)

Is this a clinical |_| or laboratory |X| project?

[bookmark: Check1]Suitable project for:	Reproductive and Development 	Sciences 	Yes |_| No |_|
Surgery and Anaesthesia				Yes |X| No |_|


Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Surgical operative experience involves cognitive decision-making (based on procedural knowledge) and technical ability. Often it is the latter that is the focus of surgical training models. However, intra-operative decision-making is arguably more important than technical skill in the successful completion of a surgical procedure. Despite its importance procedural knowledge and decision-making is poorly taught in the current surgical curricula internationally. 

[image: Touch Surgery Icon]Touch Surgery (TS) is a novel mobile cognitive task simulator delivered on touch-screen devices (it is available to download for free from the apple app store). It simulates operative surgical steps and allows the trainee surgeon to learn on a decision-making level. Furthemore, TS has an inbuilt assessment tool that measures errors, decision times and movements for a defined procedure. These metrics can be used to provide the user with feedback and map a learning curve. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This study aims to determine the construct and face validity of a selection of the general surgery TS modules (open appendicectomy and lap chole). Face validity is a measure of realism and will be determined by administering a questionnaire to experienced subjects. Construct validity will be determined by comparing the performance of novices, intermediates and experienced subjects. We will require around 10 participants in each group.

The student will be expected to run the study and liaise closely with the day to day supervisor throughout the course of their BSc. They will be well supported in all aspects of the project from study design, recruitment & data collection to the analysis of data and final write up of the project.

Previous students involved with this group have produced projects of a very high standard, published high impact papers and won international prizes for their work. 

This study will allow the student to become familiar with a small validation study. They will be expected to become familiar the TS cognitive simulator & the methodology used to develop modules and be able to follow protocols whilst accurately recording the information obtained. The day to day supervisor is based at St Mary’s & will help with the running of the study & data collection. The academic supervisor will meet with the student on a regular basis & will arrange sessions to teach basic data analysis techniques using STATA, academic writing & presentation skills. Previous students have become proficient in these skills.
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Will the research involve work done under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) 1986 Act?	 Yes |_| No |X|
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Will the student be required to undergo Home Office training? 	Yes |_| No |_|

Are the appropriate project and personal licences in place?	Yes |_| No |_|
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Will the research involve the use of genetically modified tissue?	 Yes |_| No |X|

If YES
Has the work been approved by the relevant GM Committee 	Yes |_| No |_|

Date approval was granted   

Reference Number



Will the project involve work on human subjects, human tissue or access to confidential patient information?  							Yes |X| No |_|
If YES
has ethical approval been obtained					Yes |_| No |X|

Date approval was granted

IC REC or IRAS REC number


Note: Approval for any of the above MUST be in place before the student begins the project.

A risk assessment form will be required.
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